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In  thistinitial  offering  of  THE  ONYX  REmDER  I'm  happy 
to  focus  on  the  founder  of  THE  ONYX,  Ted  Thomas.  Ted's 
pleasant  nature  and  good  humor  is  part  of  the  Concerned 
People's  Committee  and  was  spread  to  his  students  during 
his  former  internship  as  a  Black  History  teacher. 
He's  a  prolific  writer  of  prose  and  poetry.  Look  for  Ted's 
talents  in  THE  ONYX  and  in  his  upcoming  book  of  poetry. 
Ted's  accomplishments  are  numerous  as  exemplified  by  his 
selection  to  WHO'S  WHO  IN  AMERICAN  COLLEGES 
AND  UNIVERSITIES. 

He  suggests  that  Black  people  always  function  under  the 
assumption  that  their  potentials  are  unlimited,  but  arc 
reached  onlv  through  hard  work  .  —  HUNTE 


THIS  WEEK  IN 
BLACK  HISTORY 

May  1 8  --  Lewis  Temple,  a  slave,  invented  Temple  Toggle 
Harpoon,  important  to  whaling  industry,  died  1854. 
May  19  --  Malcolm  X  born,  1925. 

May  20  -  A  Forney  General  Robert  F.  Kennedy  dispatched 
U.  S.  Marshalls  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  keep  order  in  the 
"freedom  rider  controversy,"  1961. 

May  21  -  Oberlin  College  accepted  Black  students  to  all 
opening  classes,  1833. 

May  22  --  Great  Britain  issued  popular  decree  against 
slavery,  1722. 

May  23  --  The  110-mile  "march  against  repression" 
concluded  with  a  rally  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  1970. 

-  Scrgent  William  H.  Carney,  company  C,  54  Mass.  Colored 
Infantry,  was  first  Black  to  win  the  Congressional  Medal  of 
Honor,  1900. 

May  24  -  27  --  "Freedom  riders"  jailed  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
minutes  after  arriving  from  Montgomery,  Ala.,  1961 

-  Lincoln  University,  first  Black  college,  founded  as 
Ashmum  Institute  in  Chester  County,  Penn.,  1 854. 

May  25  --  Henry  Ossawa  Tanner,  world  recognized  religious 
artist,  died,  1937. 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Mayor  Charles  Evers  has  put  a 
stop  to  guns  in  Fayette. 

In  his  inaugural,  Evers  said  he 
wanted  to  make  Fayette  "a 
clean  and  righteous  town."  As 
the  first  Black  mayor  of  a 
Mississippi  town  he  had  special 
incentive  to  do  well. 

There  used  to  be  a  gun-related 
crime  in  Fayette  every  week  or 
10  days  so  Evers  got  an  anti-gun 
ordinance  through  his  city 
council  in  1969.  About  75  guns 
including  45  handguns  have  been 
confiscated  when  people  carried 
t  them  into  the  streets  of 
Fayette.  Last  year  there  were 
only  five  gun  related  crimes  in 
Fayette.  Not  one  person  was 
killed  by  a  gun  in  the  town  last 
year.  There  has  not  been  a 
holdup  within  the  city  limits 
since  Evers  took  office. 

(Boston  Globe  4/29/73) 


The  nearer  Hank  Aaron  gets  to 
breaking  Babe  Ruth's  record  the 
heavier  will  be  the  pressure 
applied  by  Ruth-lovers  and 
racists  to  prevent  him  from 
doing  it. 

Roger  Maris  went  through  the 
hecklers  too,  but  he  broke 
Ruth's  record  anyway  in  the  last 
season  of  the  game  in  1961 . 

Now  Aaron  is  up  against  the 
same  proposition.  People 
don't  want  anybody  to  break 
any  of  Ruth's  records  and 
especially  to  have  a  Black  player 
do  it.  They  not  only  yell  at 
Aaron  from  the  stands  but  write 
him  abusive  letters  --  from  all 
over  the  country. 

The  new  record  he  sets  he  will 
pay  for  with  a  mental  and 
physical  anguish  that  makes 
mockery  of  the  sneer  that 
baseball  is  only  a  child's  game. 
It's  a  game  for  people  who  can 
take  it.  (Boston  Globe  5/9/73) 


The  Editor's 
Mailbox 


Dear  Editor: 

This  letter  comes  as  a 
commendation  to  you  and  your 
staff  for  the  excellent,  but  more 
importantly,  relevant  newspaper 
you  are  publishing.  The  quality 
of  the  paper  and  the 
substantitive  information  it 
contains  bespeaks  a  genuine 
interest  on  your  part  to  expose 
the  Black  student  popujation  of 
Northeastern  University  to  views 
and  philosophies  vitally  needed 
in  developing  a  Black 
consciousness.  It  touches  the 
segment  of  the  Black  population 
who  will  hopefully  provide  the 
intellectual  leadership  necessary 
in  developing  a  sound  course  of 
action  for  the  elevation  and 
survival  of  the  Black  masses. 

I  encourage  you,  better  yet,  I 
implore  you  to  continue  this 
type  of  thought  provoking 
journalism.  There  is  a  need  for  it 
now  more  than  ever  before. 

Sincerely, 

Alga  Hope,  Jr. 


The  Census  Bureau  estimated 
today  after  a  new  analysis  that  it 
had  overlooked  5,300,000 
Americans  in  the  Census  of 
1970. 

Among  the  factors  that  made 
the  census  vulnerable  to  an 
undcrcount,  they  say,  arc  the 
following: 

Increased  resistance  to  Census 
takers  because  of  changing 
lifestyles  and  more  alienation 
and  distrust  of  authority. 

The  reluctance  ot  some  (^Census 
takers  to  work,  especially  at 
night,  in  some  urban  areas. 

Families  who  wished  to  avoid 
the  inclusion  in  the  count  of 
draftage  sons  and  of  welfare 
receipients  reporting  male 
residents. 

They  were  at  a  complete  loss 
to  understand  the  wide  margin 
of  error  in  reporting  the  number 
of  Black  children  under  10  years 
of  age.  They  theorize  that  it  was 
something  in  the  way  the 
questionnaires  were  made  out 
that  presented  an  accurate 
count.      (Times  4/26/73) 


The  first  new  black  doctor  to 
hang  out  a  general  practice 
shingle  in  Roxbury  in  years  is 
Houston  A.  Kelley,  42,  who 
opened  an  office  this  week  at 
1 30  Warren  St.,  opposite  the 
Boys  Club  Building. 

Up  to  now  there  have  been 
only  four  Black  physicians 
serving.  125,000  people  of 
Roxbury  --  two  general 
practitioners  and  two  specialists. 
Now  there  are  five  and  hopefully 
more  will  follow,  Dr.  Kelley  said 
in  an  interview. 

A  graduate  of  Howard  Medical 
School,  Dr.  Kelley  has  an  office 
in  Davis  Square,  Sommerville 
and  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
Somerville  Hospital  where  90% 
of  his  patients  arc  white. 

The  Roxbury  office  will  be 
open  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday 
for  the  present.  His  Somerville 
office  will  be  open  and  available 
to  Roxbury  residents  afternoons 
and  evenings,  plus  an  answering 
service.  (Boston  Globe  April  19, 
1973) 


EDITORIAL 

In  praise  of  Black 

Black  students  are  phenomenal.  They  have,  for 
the  most  part,  survived  the  onslaught  of  the  massive 

white  institutions. 

One  would  have  to  be  a  Black  student  educated 
in  ghetto  schools  to  appreciate  fully  the 
significance  of  survival  at  a  predominantly  white 
university. 

For  white  universities  were,  after  all,  created  for 
white  people.  But,  of  late,  Black  students  have 
carved  out  a  niche  in  the  stone  wall  of  white 
academia. 

The  sixties,  as  everyone  likes  to  point  out,  was  a 
new  beginning  for  Black  students,  and,  indeed,  for 
white  universities,  as  far  as  responsible  education 
for  all  members  of  American  society  goes. 

And  a  new  beginning  it  was.  A  new  course  was 
charted  and  the  old  course  that  american 
universities  sailed  was  re-routed.  The  hitherto  calm 
waters  became  troubled.  It  was  largely  the  work  of 
small  groups  of  Black  students  spread  out  across 
the  nation  that  ultimately  led  American 
universities  to  a  re-assessment  of  their  position. 

Whatever  course  american  universities  choose  to 
take  in  the  seventies,  one  fact  remains  true,  things 
will  never  be  the  same. 

At  Northeastern  the  Black  Student  body  is  not 
necessarily  unique  -  it  is  simply  a  part  of  the  Black 
student  body  the  nation  over.  But  they,  as  in  the 
case  of  Black  students  elsewhereare  phenomenal  -- 
they  have  survived  a  white  university. 

True,  the  Black  student  body  at  Northeastern  is 
not  fault  free  --  only  machines  are  fault  free,  and 
even  machines  need  oiling  now  and  then. 

What  is  important  here  is  not  that  there  is  a  given 
amount  of  short  comings  in  Northeastern's  Black 
student  body,  but  that  there  is  a  given  amount  of 
accomplishments. 

For  each  Black  student  that  flunks  out,  there  is 
one  who  makes  it;  for  each  one  who  engages  in 
asinine  backbiting,  there  is  one  promoting 
brotherhood  and  for  each  one  who  boils  with  envy 
because  of  another's  accomplishments  there  is  one 
saying  "right  on  brother." 

It  is  phenomenal  when,  in  spite  of  Northeastern's 
insistence  that  Black  students  become  part  of 
"middle  America,"  they,  instead,  turn  their  eyes 
toward  the  Black  Community. 

Black  students  at  Northeastern  are  people,  and 
because  they  are  people  they  have  varied  interests. 

But  they  have  made  the  first  important  step, 
they  have  survived.  We  can  always  work  on  our 
short  comings. 
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FRESHMEN  LEAVE  BANDS 
FOR  A  COLLEGE  CAREER 


Mark  Pleasant,  a  freshman 
business  major,  is  lead  singer  and 
tenor  saxophone  player  for  his 
New  York  based  group  The 
Black  Beat.  His  roommate 
Harold  Blake,  a  freshman 
electrical  engineering  major, 
plays  lead  guitar  for  the  Sound 
Dementions  here  in  Boston. 

Both  are  original  members  of 
their  groups  and  have  much  in 
common.  Both  bands  have  been 
asked  at  different  times  to  back 
up  the  popular  singing  group 
Black  Ivory.  Both  bands  refused. 
Harold's  because  "the  pay 
wasn't  high  enough,"  and  Mark's 

because  "the  deal  somehow  fell 
through." 

Mark  has  been  involved  in 
music  for  most  of  his  life.  He 
started  singing  in  a  church  choir 
where  the  choir  master  trained 
his  students  to  read  music  as 
well  as  to  sing.  The  students  also 
learned  pitch,  rhythm,  blending, 
dynamics,  and  articulation. 

Several  members  of  the  choir 
who  were  childhood  friends  got 
together  and  formed  a  group. 
Thus,  the  beginning  of  The 
Black  Beat. 

A  versatile  musician,  Mark  also 
plays  the  tuba  and  percussion. 
He  has  studied  the  tuba  since 
winning  a  music  scholarship  in 
elementary  school  and  has 
played  the  sax  for  five  years.  He 
plays  "a  little"  piano  and  is 
currently  teaching  himself  to 
play  the  flute. 

Harold  entered  the  musical 
field  as  a  vocalist  with  a  singing 
group  in  junior  high  school,  but 
the  group  disbanded  because  all 
the  members  weren't  serious 
about  holding  the  group 
together. 

Harold  said  his  sister's 
boyfriend  played  with  the 
Citations  and  taught  him  to  play 
the  guitar.  The  Citations  (now 


BY  ILEEN  DOTSON 
the  Ambitions)  loaned  Harold 
and  a  few  of  his  friends  their 
instruments  on  occasion  and 
slowly  Harold  and  his  friends 
formed  a  group. 

"We  started  out  with  a 
six-string  guitar  and  turned  it 
inu?  a  bass  guitar  by  removing 
two  of  the  strings.  We  couldn't 
afford  new  guitars  so  we  had  to 
use  whatever  we  could,"  Harold 
said. 

Harold  studied  guitar  and 
theory  at  the  South  End  Music 
Center  and  later  attended  the 
Conservatory  for  guitar  and 
advanced  theory.  He  also  studied 
guitar  and  piano  at  the  Elma 
Lewis  School. 

Harold  was  eager  to  learn 
everything  he  could  to  improve 
his  group,  including  how  to  play 
several  instruments.  He  took 
lessons  from  the  drummer  of  the 
Citations  and  taught  his  own 
drummer  who  played  "soft 
music,"  how  to  "tear  up  the 
drums." 

The  Sound  Dementions  have 
five  members.  Instruments  of 
the  group  include  guitar,  bass 
guitar,  sax,  trumpet,  and  drums. 

The  Black  Belt  has  seven 
members.  Their  instruments 
include  guitar,  bass  guitar,  tenor, 
sax,  alto,  sax,  trumpet,  drums 
and  organ.  The  group  has 
frequently  had  an  eighth  player, 
"but  it  never  worked  out,"  Mark 
said. 

Both  groups  play  a  mixture  of 
music  including  jazz,  rock,  and 
blues  sounds.  Both  also  write 
and  arrange  much  of  their  music. 

In  Mark's  group,  "everybody 
but  the  drummer  reads  and 
writes  music.  But  drums  are 
mostly  improvisation  and 
rhythm,  so  few  drummers  read 
music,"  he  said. 

Harold's  group  has  become 
very  popular  on  the  East  Coast, 


primarily  by  "word  of  mouth," 
he  said. 

The  Sound  Dementions  played 
for  the  Miss  Black  Teen  pageant 
here,  appeared  on  the  Arnold 
Zinker  Show,  and  placed  second 
on  Television's  Community 
Auditions  program. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  show  the 
group  has  ever  appeared  in  was  a 
show  featuring  Black  Ivory  and 
several  other  professional  groups 
at  the  Aquarius  Theatre  last 
year.  The  group  has  played  at 
colleges  and  universities 
throughout  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  and  sings  regularly 
«vith  Boston's  Summerthing,  a 
recreational  program  sponsored 
during  the  summer  by  Mayor 
Kevin  White.  Harold  said  that  his 

group  was  Elma  Lewis'  first  rock 
band  in  her  school's  Playhouse 
in  the  Park  summer 
entertainment. 

The  Black  Beal  won  a  Battle  of 
the  Bands  competition  in 
Brooklyn  last  year.  The  group 
plays  at  parties,  weddings,  and 
social  functions 

"Block  Parties  are  our 
specialty,"  Mark  said.  He 
explained  that  during  the 
summer,  New  York  City  supplies 
\ 


PHOTOGRAPHERS!!! 

The  Afro  Photography  Society  is  sponsoring  its 
first  BLACK  AND  WHITE  photo  contest.  The 
theme  of  the  contest  is  BLACK  EXPERIENCE. 
CASH  PRIZES  will  be  offered  for  1st.  2nd  and  3rd 
places.  ENTRY  FEE  is  SI .00  for  non-members  and 
there  is  no  fee  for  society  members.  Photographs 
should  be  mounted  and  8"  x  10"  in  size.  Turn  in 
photos  with  your  name,  address  and  telephone  no. 
to  the  second  floor  receptionist  at  the  Afro 
Institute,  40  Leon  St.  no  later  than  May  25, 
1973.  Winners  will  be  announced  Thurs.,  May  3 1 
at  12:45  p.m.  at  the  Afro  Institute. 


a  jazzmobile  and  invites  local 
talent  to  perform.  When  the 
mobile  comes  to  Mark's  area,  the 
group  is  asked  to  perform. 

This  summer,  Harold  will 
perform  with  Mark's  band  in 
New  York  on  week-ends. 

Neither  group  has  recorded  for 
a  major  recording  studio,  but 
both  plan  to  do  so  in  the  future 
if  things  go  smoothly, 

"We  cut  a  tape,"  Harold  said, 
"But  we  didn't  have 

enough  money  to  pay  for  carts 
or  studios.  We  were  all  in  school 
and  that  presented  a  problem." 

Neither  plans  to  leave  college 
for  a  professional  career. 

"Music  is  my  livelihood," 
Mark  said,  "and  I  plan  to  make 
it  my  life,  but  I  need  college  to 
have  something  to  fall  back  on." 

Another  member  of  Mark's 
group,  Jeff  O'Neil  is  a  music 
major  at  Boston  Conservatory  of 
Music. 

"Jeff  and  I  aren't  giving  up 
college  to  travel  around,"  he 
said. 

He  said  his  group  is  serious 
minded  and  will  last. 

"We  always  work  together,  go 
out  together,  and  hold  the  group 
together." 

Like  other  young  musical 
groups,  both  groups  have  their, 
problems.  Some  people  come  to 
rehearsals  late  and  some  don't 
come  at  all.  Some  don't  rehearse 
their  parts  and  some  fool 
around.  And  since  they 

have  come  to    school  there  has 


HAROLD  BLAKE 


been    a    "lack    of  corres- 
pondence,., both  said.  Mark  is 
assured  that  his  group  will  get 
back  together  this  summer. 

On  the  other  hand,  Harold  is 
unsure  of  the  outcome  of  his 
group.  Unlike  Mark's  group,  his 
has  seen  several  personnel 
changes  in  the  last  few  years  and 
things  will  probably  nave 
changed  again  when  school  ends 
and  he  rejoins  the  group. 

Mark  comes  from  a  musically 
inclined  family.  His  mother 
plays  violin  and  piano;  his  father 
the  tenor  sax  and  flute;  and  his 
brother  plays  the  flute. 

Harold's  father  played  violin 
and  encouraged  him  to  play  the 
violin,  but  Harold  chose  the 
bugle.  He  then  learned  to  play 
the  trumpet  and  has  been 
expanding  his  instrumental 
career  ever  since.  His  sister 
studies  African  dancing  at  the 
Elma  Lewis  School  and  plays  the 
conga  drums.  She  also  studied 
piano  at  Ms.  Lewis'  school.  One 
brother  sings  and  another  is 
learning  drums  and  guitar,  due 
to  Harold's  influence. 

Un  campus,  Mark  is  a  member 
of  the  Northeastern  Band  and 
Orchestra  and  sings  tenor  for 
the  Boss  Tones,  an  a  capello 
group  of  Black  male  voices. 
Harold  has  had  to  devote  most 
of  his  time  to  his  engineering 
studies. 

Vacationing  students  and  New 
York  residents  should  look  out 
for  the  Black  Beat  and  the  Sound 
Dementions.  Both  plan  to  take 
the  concert  route  this  summer. 


First  Black  Fraternity,  Iota  Phi  Theta,  Formed  at  NU 


History  was  made  on  March  9, 
1  973  when  Northeastern 
University  got  its  first  black 
campus-based  fraternity,  lota 
Phi  Theta. 

lota  Phi  Theta  was  founded  by 
athletes  at  Morgan  State  College 
in  Baltimore,  Md.  in  1963. 

Founded  basically  as  an 
athletic  fraternity,  IOTA  now 
has  branched  out  to  include 
non-athletes.  The  fraternity  uses 
both  the  body  and  the  mTnd, 
and  stresses  academics  and 
brotherhood,"  said  Shelley 
Stewart,  '76,  CJ,  and  secretary 
of  the  N.U.  chapter. 

The  chapter  is  designated  as 
Omicron,  the  fifteenth  letter  of 
the  Greek  alphabet.  Sherman 
Hart,  '74,  LA,  president  and 
one  of  the  major  movers  behind 
the  charter  of  the  chapter 
pointed  out  that  there  had  been 
lotas  of  the  graduate  chapter  in 
the  Boston  area  before  the 
founding  of  Omicron. 

"There  is  a  chapter  of  lota  at 
B.U.  with  seven  members, 
however,  Omicron  is  the  grand 
chapter,  in  charge  of  the  greater 
New  England  area,  placing  that 
chapter  under  our  auspices," 
Hart  said. 

Northeastern's  chapter  is 
comprised  of  34  members. 

Hart  and  other  officers  of  the 
fraternity   gave  a  step-by-step 


account  of  the  b'rth  of  the 
Omicron  chapter  lota  Phi 
Theta. 

Since  September,  Hart,  Jerome 
McKinnon,  '76  CJ, 
Vice-President,  and  Stewart  had 
been  discussing  bringing  a 
"different"  fraternity  on 
campus.  From  the  beginning, 
their  advisor,  Dean  Gregory  T. 
Ricks,  N.U.'s  Afro-Institute 
head,  provided  inspiration  and 
constant  help  to  the  group. 

Several  interested 
Northeastern  students  visited  the 
Maryland  University  chapter  of 
lota  Phi  Theta  and  attended  its 
smokers,  dances,  and  talked  to 
various  fraternity  jnembers. 
After  deciding  on  lotas,  the 
students  obtained  an  interest 
group  application  from  the 
vice-  president  of  the  fraternity. 
They  then  submitted  their 
application  to  the  national 
headquarters  at  Morgan  State. 

lota  members  from  Maryland 
University  came  up  to 
Northeastern  and  held  a  group 
interview  with  interested  and 
prospective  members  and 
fraternity  members.  Following 
that,  the  Northeastern  group  - 
consisting  of  approximately  35  - 
was  informed  by  telephone  that 
they  had  been  accepted  as  an 
interest  group.  The  process  took 
from  7-8  weeks. 


BY  CHERYL  DAVIS 

lota  members  from  Virginia 
State  College,  Maryland 
University,  Bowie  State  College, 
and  Federal  City  College  visited 
during  the  following  week-ends. 

The  pledgees,  persons  who  are 
in  the  process  of  learning  about 
an  organization's  history,  ideals, 
and  founders  while  at  the  same 
time  performing  assigned  tasks 
received  their  assignments  during 
the  week  by  telephone. 

Though  the  closest  chapter  to 
Boston  that  pledges  is  located  in 
Jersey  City  calls  come  mainly 
from  lota  members  at  Maryland 
U.  and  Bowie  State. 

Hart  explained,  "They  called 
during  the  week  and  gave 
assignments  and  came  up  on 
week-ends  to  assure  that  they 
had  been  fulfilled."  This 
continued  for  5  weeks.  At  its 
culmination  on  March  9,1973 
Northeastern  had  its  first  black 
fraternity  -  34  members  strong. 
Since  one  of  the  reasons  for  the 
founding  of  the  chapter  was  to 
"unite  the  N.U.  campus  and 
bring  prestige  to  Northeastern" 
most  of  the  Omicron  members 
attend  Northeastern.  "Seven 
members  are  from  B.U.  one 
from  Boston  College  and  26  are 
here,"  said  the  treasurer,  Lenord 
A.  Wilmot,  '76,  Accounting. 

Of  that  26:  1  member 
commutes,   3   live   in  96  the 


Fenway  dormitory,  1  resides  at 
163  Hemenway  dorm,  2  stay  in 
the  153  Hemenway  dorm,  and 
the  remaining  twenty  live  in 
White  Hall.  All  four  of  the 
officers  live  in  White  Hall.  Along 
with  the  34  lotaa  members, 
there  are  36  young  ladies 
actively  involved  with  the 
fraternity. 

"The  Sweetheart  Court  helps 
us  raise  money,  and  performs 
different  functions.  Without 
sisterhood,  there's  no 
brotherhood,"  said  Hart. 

Several  of  the  Omicron 
chapter  lota  members  had 
previously  pledged  another 
fraternity  in  Boston,  McKinnon 
and  Stewart  are  two  in 
particular. 

"Once  we  dropped  line,  we 
were  no  longer  pledged  to  any 
fraternity.  We  made  no  written 
committments.  We  saw  the  lota 
Phi  Theta  light,"  McKinnon  said. 

McKinnon  talked  about  the 
community  -  consciousness  of 
the  fraternity,  also.  "We  are  in 
the  process  of  helping  the 
African  Liberation  Day 
Committee.  We're  giving 
fund-raising  activities  for  it 
during  the  entire  month  of 
May,"  he  said. 

The  event  takes  place  on  May 
26. 

Hart  is  interested  in  forming  a 
Black   Inter-Fraternity  Council 


(BIFC),  which  would  also 
include  Black  sororities.  He 
pointed  out  the  feasibility  of  the 
council  because  most  of 
the  other  fraternities  are  based  at 
B.U.  However,  their  membership 
includes  students  in  colleges 
throughout  the  area. 

"This  would  bring  about 
greater  communication  and 
hopefully  less  competition,"  he 
said.  The  BIFC  however,  is  still 
on  the  drawing  board.  Next 
January,  Omicron  chapter  will 
begin  a  pledge  line. 
Adjustments  for  co-op  will  be 
made. 

The  requirements,  at  present, 
are  that  an  interested  person 
must  have  a  2.0  or  above  average 
and  be  at  least  a  second-quarter 
freshmen  in  order  to  pledge. 
Mark  Travis,  '77,  L.A.,  one  of 
the  new  members,  responded  to 
the  value  of  lota  Phi  Theta  and 
why  he  pledged. 

"I  felt  it  was  something 
Northeastern  needed.  It 
expressed  brotherhood. 

The  summer  I  spent  at 
Maryland  U.  I  had  a  chance  to 
check  out  all  of  the  fraternities. 
But  I  found  out  that  the  lota 
way  is  the  only  way!" 

(The  author  is  a  member  of 
Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority, 
Inc.) 
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Margaret  Howard,  74  Dental 
Hygiene 

"I  think  my  field  of  study  will 
benefit  Black  people  because  I'm 
studying  to  be  a  dentist  and 
there  are  few  Black  dentists  and 
especially  Black  women  dentists. 

"By  me  becoming  a  dentist  I 
can  educate  Black  people  to  the 
importance  of  good  dental  care 
and  oral  habits. 

"People  as  a  whole,  and  Black 
people  in  particular,  are  not  that 
well  informed  about  the 
importance  of  dental  care.  I  see 
my  role  in  the  struggle  of  Black 
people  as  being  very  important." 


A  h  Onyx  reporter  and 
photographer    teamed    up  \ 
last  week  and  did  a  series  of 
man-on-t  he-street 
interviews. 

Several  Black  students, 
picked  at  random,  were 
asked  in  what  way  did  they 
feel  their  roles  at 
Northeastern  University 
contributed  to  the  struggle 
of  Black  people  as  a  whole. 
Tlie  resulsts  follow: 


Ken  McLean,  74LA 

"As  a  student  at  Northeastern 
I  don't  see  where  I  can 
contribute  anything  because  the 
basic  ideas  at  Northeastern  are 
very  confining.  It's  very  difficult 
to  develop  one's  ideology  here. 

"The  Black  students  here  just 
flow  along  with  everyone  else 
and  you  can't  develop  anything. 
You're  just  here.  It's  like  an 
advanced  stage  of  high  school, 
you  jus:  go  to  classes  and  that's 
it." 


Charleen  Tinker,  75  N 

"I,  as  a  student  nurse,  can  do 
some  very,  very  beneficial  things 
as  far  as  teaching  and  giving 
primary  icare  to  Black  people 
goes." 


Anna  Gomes,  77  LA 

"I  want  to  work  in  the  court 
system,  after  I  graduate,  with 
Black  juvenile  delinquents.  I 
feel  this  is  a  means \of  helping 
my  Black  brothers  in  the 
struggle." 
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Becky  Powell,  74N 

"Well,  I  feel,  in  my  profession 
I  can  help  people  very  much,  as 
far  as  the  Black  community  is 
concerned.  Although  we  have 
City  Hospital,  and  what  have 
you,  I  don't  think  they  reach 
out  and  help  people  with  their 
basic  needs. 

"For  example,  say  a  person  is 
a  diabetic,  he  can  go  and  get  his 
drug  needs  met  but  they  don't 
teach  the  patient  what  to  do 
after  he  gets  home  --  things  that 
will  prevent  further 
complications." 


i 


Al  Singleton,  74Ed. 

"I  see  myself  becoming  a 
Black  educator  and  teaching 
anywhere  from  pre-school 
through  college.  I  believe  al  this 
time  you  can't  move  whitey  by 
force,  so  I  feel  its  my  job  to  gel 
brothers  and  sisters  ready 
educationally." 


A  THOUGHT  FOR  TODAY 

"The  university  can  be 
regarded  as  a  microcosm,  a 
miniature  of  the  American  social 
structure,  and  one  thing  the 
Black  people  all  over  the 
country  are  asking  is  how  they 
can  survive  in  an  overriding 
white  context.  Standards  arc  set 
by  the  white  group  •-  standards 
of  beauty,  standards  of 
evaluation,  all  of  that.  And  that 
began  to  affect  us  here  as  Black 
students.  How  do  we  hold 
ourselves  together?  How  do  we 
remain  whole,  psychologically 
and  emotionally,  so  that  we  can 
be  intellectually  useful  to  the 
Black  community? 

The  force  to  move  toward 
white  standards  and  white  values 
and  to  ape  white  attitudes  and 
life  styles  is  very  strong.  If  we 
are  to  lead  more  Black  people 
into  an  appreciation  of  their 
culture  and  heritage,  it  is  very 
important  that  we  do  not 
consciously  or  subconsciously 
absorb  the  feeling  of  Black 
inferiority  and  shame  that  has 
held  our  people  back  for 
centuries." 

From:  "Right  On,"  copyright 
1970  by  Bantam  Books,  Inc. 


(Photos  by  Karen  Maynor) 


Daniel  Plaisimond,  74E 
"I'm  studying  industrial 
engineering  here.  After  my 
graduation,  I'll  be  going  back  to 
my  country,  Haiti,  to  help  out 
there.  We  do  need  a  lot  of 
industry  there  and  I  think  by 
getting  my  education  here  I'll  be 
of  some  help  in  improving  the 
conditions  here." 


4 
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Clifford  White,  77E 

"I  can  help  in  the  struggle  of 
Black  people  by  getting  over 
with  all  of  my  grades.  There  will 
be  more  Black  people  with 
knowledge  that  we  can  use  when 
we  are  ready  and  not  always 
depending  on  the  white  man  for 
it." 
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JENNY'S  BABY 

Jenny  from  the  South  Side 

You  know  who  I'm  speakin'  of 
The  lady  just  gave  birth  to  a  baby 

Who  wasn't  conceived  in  love. 

Jenny,  who  comes  from  the  South  Side 

had  no  love  left  in  her  to  spare 
She  laid  tracks  in  her  arm,  to  giver  her  soul  calm 

And  had  her  baby  out  of  despair. 

The  South  Side  is  a  little  bit  of  Hell 

Only  poverty  exists  there 
The  junkie  escaper  is  a  number  on  paper 

'Cause  the  government  just  doesn't  care 

The  people  pretend  with  each  other 
Because  the  world  pretends  with  them 

Prices  go  up  and  the  crime  rate  follows 
And  Hell  lives  on  without  end 

The  Seed  that  was  planted  in  Jenny 

Was  fed  by  her  habit  for  sin 
No  hope  was  in  her,  not  even  for  her  son 

She  felt  she  just  couldn't  let  it  in. 

I  can  almost  see  that  baby  now 

The  thought  makes  tears  drown  my  eyes. 

Constricting,  writhing  in  anguish  of  withdrawal 
I  swear  I  can  hear  his  cries. 

That  child  won't  even  know  his  daddy 

His  father  wears  bracelets  of  steel 
His  mother's  slowly  dying,  her  needle  does  her  crying 

And  there's  no  one  whom  I  can  appeal 
No  Lord,  there's  no  one  whom  I  can  appeal 

No  one  I  can  appeal 
No  one   ca-  an  appeal 

An  appeal 

An  appeal 

An  appeal  

Brandon  Guillermo 


US 

My  man  and  I  do  everything 

together 
Make  mistakes 

together 
Get  down 

together 
Party 

together 
Study  life 

together 
Barely  made  it  over  the  hump 

together 
Then 

He  said  yes  to  the  high  the  needle  gives 
I  said  no 
Then  we  argued 

together 
Junk  took  his  life  away 
I  cry 

alone. 

E.  Annette  Hazelwood 


A  Death  That  Lit  A  Life 
by  Gale  Grant 

His  death  was  only  seen 
By  the  men  on  the  other  side 
At  his  death  one  star  gleamed 
He  died  for  his  country  and 
Not  for  his  own  selfish  pride. 

His  death  has  lit  a  life 

For  some  one  will  be  born  in  his 

Place 

Some  one  with  the  looks  of  his 
Face 

Then  his  death  shall  light  another 

His  fear  of  death  stood  not  in 
His  way 

For  his  pride  guided  him  straight 

Death  was  staring  him 

Dead  in  the  face 

His  pride  guided  him  there 

His  death  lit  many  lives 

Women  without  husbands 

Just  mothers  not  wives 

His  death  was  there  and  waiting 

Now  he's  gone.  But  not  for  long. 
For  his  son  shall  die  for  him. 


TRYING  TO  UNDERSTAND 

passion  sears  in  my  heart 

as  I,  a  man  of  thought 

fight  between  sun  and  moon. 

insensitive,  cold  and  eccentric 

quite  unusual  I  find  myself 

manifested  in  others,  like  mirrors 

of  different  depths  and  shades. 

my  aim,  my  goals,  my  mission 
threatened  by  my  animalistic  nature 
and  my  instinctive  magnetism 
drawn  towards  opposites  of  my  stature. 
I  compromise,  but  seem  to  realize  that 
my  opposites  are  not  one's  to  share 
the  rays  of  my  sun's  love. 

I  seem  to  be  caught  in  a  web  of 

everlasting  ecstacy; 

my  love  latent,  but  revealed  by 

my  patient  nothingness. 

feeling  as  though,  useless  in  my  plight 

to  help  those  who  need. 

my  inner  me  reveals  nothing 
but  my  endless  aim. 
solitude  and  lonliness  are  deep 
in  the  oceans  of  my  soul, 
occassionally  rocked  by  the  waves  of 
sorrows  seen  in  the  mirros  of 
different  depths  and  shades. 
Courtney  Russell 


I  watch  the  tears  fall  slowly 
They  seep  from  a  thousand 
Eyes.  They  know  me.  I  have 
Counted  each  one  and  given 
Them  names. 

I've  counted  beyond 
The  ten  billion  mark 

And  they  still  fall... 
One  rolls  down  the  side  of 
The  ship,  cutting  a  deep  grove 
In  the  wood,  shimmering  past 
The  sign:  "Jesus  please 

sail  with  us." 

Ten  billion  and  one. 
A  drop  of  water  for  every  lash, 
One  for  every  African  thought, 

I  raise  my  cup  to 
receive  it's  gentle  entry. 
One  for  every  mother's  rape, 
One  for  every  suicide. 

The  cup  grows  heavy, 
The  bones  lying  at  the  bottom  stir, 
Hollow  voices  ripple  the  water; 

"Is  it  time  brother?" 

The  tears  begin  to  sing 

"One  for  every  castration, 

One  for  every  cotton  plant." 
The  ship  is  sinking,  I  toast  it 
With  my  cup.  The  tears  grow  silent 
Sharks  smile  up  at  me... 

I  drink. 

Ted  Thomas 


EXPRESSIONS 


TO  THE  KEEPERS  OF  THE  BOMBS 
OR  VARIATIONS  ON  A  THEME 
Ted  Thomas 

Like,  I  remember  reading  somewhere, 
That  you  thought  it  would  be  best 
To  bomb  some  more  asian  children 

It  would,  you  felt,  secure  a  military 
position,  or  was  it  to  protect  democarcy? 
Or  was  it  to  curb  the  flow  of  some 
Communist  -  colored  -  people 
Who  just  happened  to  be  asian. 

I  have  trouble  remembering. 
Cause,  like,  I'm  hung  up  on  a  picture 
I  saw  of  some  bombed-out  villages 

I  have  to  admit  though,  that  you 
Have  been  consistent  --  it  my  admitting 
That  makes  you  feel  good. 

Cause  like,  you  bombed  the  japanese  and 
You  bombed  a  church  in  atlanta  and  you're 
Bombing  asian  children  and  you're  bombing  ...  well 

I  wonder  how  you're  wife 

Fells  at  night,  when  you're 

Not  able  to  perform 
She  probably  doesn't  know  what's  wrong 
When  you  lay  beside  her,  night  after  night, 
All  bombed  out. 


A  FUSE  BLOWN 

Someone  blew  a  fuse. 

0  yes,  they  did! 

And  I'm  very  confused 
for  accepting  their  bid. 

My  life  is  like  a  short 
circuit,  not  that  I'm  burnt 
out  and  blown. 

I've  got  to  get  over  to  a  new  dawn. 

Don't  play  with  my  emotions 
boy,  cause  I  CAN  CAUSE  QUITE 
A  FIRE' 

For  even  though  I'm  blown, 
I'm  still  a  live  wire. 

So  handle  me  carefully,  and 

then  you  will  see; 

me  as  my  old  self,  full  of 

ectasy. 

But  twist  me  wrong,  or  put 
up  a  block. 

And  you'll  soon  find  out  why 

1  left  you  in  shock. 

So  treat  me  lovely,  and  as 
sweet  as  you  can. 

And  let  me  realize  at  last! 
I've  got  me  a  man! 

By  Claudette  S.  Worthington 


REMEMBER 

BY  DONZA  GRANT 

Remember  the  days  of  old 

When  white  was  Brave  and  Bold 

No  one  could  fight 
To  tell  who  was  Right 
Because  they  knew. 

Remember  the  days  of  old 
When  white  was  a  gold. 

And  you  were  wrong 
To  be  so  strong 
Remember. 

Months  have  gone  by 
Years  seem  to  fly 
We'll  reach  the  top 
When  the  band  starts  to  pop 
Then  they'll  remember. 


Charisse  Clarke  is  the  7  year  old 
daughter  of  Onyx  Managing  Editor, 
joyce  Clarke. 

UNTITLED 

The  story  is  white  and  black. 
White  is  white 

But  you  might  see  that  white 
might  stain 

That's  why  I  LIKE  Black! 
Charisse  6'A 

UNTITLED 

Love  is  a  good  feeling 
I  no  it  is 

Even  win  you  hate  someone 
Charisse  6'A 
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Sister  love, 

we  see  you, 

have  no  shame 

for  you  have  carried 

many  of  us 

from  the  whips 

of  a  White  boy 

who  plays  a  cruel  game. 

you  arc  a  strong  woman 
for  your  babies  have  been  sold 
(right  before  your  eyes) 
your  children  lynched 

but  bearing  silent  tears 

you  continue  to  stand  as  a 

queen 

demanding  all  due  respect 

they  have  locked  you  up  behind 
cold-iron  caged  cells 
but  your  spirit  never 
dwindles 

You  don't  think  about 
them  bones  and  muscles 
that  ache, 

you  just  keep  on  laboring 

to  provide  strength 

for  the  fruit  of  your  womb. 

sister  love, 

you  have  held  our  family  together 
through  a  history  filled  with  wealth 
you  must  call  our  people  back, 
so  that  they  can  be  loved  by  us  all 
hip  them  to  all  there  is 
and  will  ever  be. 

Tell  a  sister  that  beauty 
can  not  be  seen 
through  the  hottest 
of  hot  pants 

or  the  most  fashionable  look 
that  makes  one  sister  think 
she  is  blacker  than  another 
make  her  understand  her  sisterhood. 

let  a  brother  feel  like  a  man, 
knowing  you'll  always  be 
at  his  side, 

cause  Cadillacs,  minks,  and  diamonds 
arc  not  your  main  concern. 

Sister  love, 

just  be  your  natural  self, 
continue  to  teach  on! 
Maliaka  Word 


For  each  tear  a  petal  falls 
For  each  breath  a  flower  dies 
For  every  time  I  say  I  love  you 
a  rose  blooms. 

For  every  smile  you  smile  the  wind  whispers 
I  adore  you. 

But  every  hour  that  goes  by 
And  every  day  that  follows  my  love  grows. 
Each  kiss  you  give,  every  caress  you  make 
My  tidal  wave  of  love  binds  us  closer. 
Soon  my  love  we  will  be  one,  together  for  eternity; 
never  to  part,  for  parting  is  only  a  dream 
for  those  who  will  not  seek  the  reality  of  love. 
Courtney  Russell 
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Black  Law  Students  Association  Announces  Plans 


The  Northeastern  Chapter  of 
the  Black  American  Law 
Students  Association  was 
formed  to  aid  Black  law  students 
academically  and  financially.  All 
16  law  students  on  campus  arc 
members. 

The  chapter  has  existed  on 
campus  for  two  years  but  it  was 
only  this  year  "with  an  influx  of 
Black  students  that  the 
organization  began  to  move," 
said  BALSA  chairman  )oe 
Feaster. 

According  to  Feaster,  a  first 
year  law  student,  BALSA  is 
working  closely  with  the  law 
school  administration  on 
reviewing  the  law  school 
candidates  for  admission  this 
fall.  Because  the  organization  is 
still  in  embryonic  stages,  they 
have  not  yet  established  any 
on-going  programs. 

"We  have  plans  for 
recruitment  and  community 
affairs  programs  and 
participation  in  regional  and 
national  conferences,"  Feaster 
said. 

Leonard  Jackson,  BALSA 
vice-chairmen,  stated  the  need 
for  a  "working  relationship 
between  Black  graduate  and 
undergraduate  students,"  to 
establish  tutoring  and  other 
programs. 

Like  the  other  colleges  in  the 
university,  the  Law  School 
operates  on  the  Co-op  Plan. 

"It's  fruitless  to  go  through 
law  school  and  have  no  practical 
experience,"  Jackson  said.  "We 
have  to  start  dealing  with  people 
on  a  realistic  level  rather  than 
just  learning  textbook  theory." 

Because  both  Jackson  and 
Feaster  are  first  year  law 
students,  neither  has 
participated  in  the  law  school 
co-op  program  yet.  Both  said 
that  the  law  school  offers  a 
stronger  co-op  nlan  than  most 
other  schools  in  the  university . 

"Law  students  work  with  legal 
services,  large  private  law  firms, 
and  corporations",  Feaster  said. 

Jackson  added  that  the  law 
school  co-op  program  is  more 
"specific  than  undergraduate 
co-op." 

Contrary  to  rumors  that  there 
are  few  jobs  in  the  legal 
profession,  Jackson  said  that  the 
field  is  opening  up. 

"Law  isn't  restricted  to 
practicing.  Business  and  other 
fields  want  lawyers.  Black 
students  should  re-evaluate  law 
and  their  goals  and  sec  what 
type  of  relationship  it  plays." 
Jackson  said  that  studying  law  is 
"a  realistic  approach  to  what  is 
happening  in  this  country." 

"Many  people  think  in  terms 
of  going  into  professions  like 
city  or  urban  planning.  Such  a 
person  should  highly  consider  a 
law  school  degree  so  he  can 
integrate  specialized 
knowledge,"  Jackson  said. 

Feaster  commented  on  law 
school  applications  for  the  fall. 

"2500  applications  were 
received  for  125  slots,"  he  said. 

Jackson  and  Feaster  urge 
undergraduates  interested  in 
pursuing  law  to  maintain  high 
academic  averages.  Jackson 
advises  students  to  "study,  read, 
learn  to  analyze,  work  hard  at 
whatever  you  do  and  develop 
your  mind." 

Feaster  urges  prospective  law 
students  to  participate  in 
Northeastcrn's  Law  Days  this 
fall.  Lawyers  and  students  from 
all    over    the    country  will 


participate. 

Feaster  also  mentioned  the 
possibility  of  establishing  a 
program  where  the  Black  Law 
students  would  serve  as  advisers 
for  anyone  interested  in  entering 
law  school. 

A  surprising  factor  is  the  large 
number  of  female  law  students, 


BY  ILLEEN DOTSON 

48  per  cent.  Represented  in  this 
field  are  five  Black  females. 

"Females  have  become  more 
vocal,"  Feaster  said  and  another 
concern  of  BALSA  is  to  raise  the 
number  of  female  minority 
applicants. 

Both  stressed  that  excellent 
study  habits  and  determination 


are  a  prerequisite  for  law  school. 

"You  need  good  credentials  to 
get  in  the  door,"  Jackson  saicT. 

"It's  difficult,"  he  added,  "but 
not  insurmountable." 

Going  to  law  school,  Feaster 
said  is  a  total  adjustment.  "It's 
like  a  baby  beginning  to  crawl." 

BALSA's    executive  board 


consists  of  Chairman  Joe 
Feaster;  Vice-Chairman  Leonard 
Jackson;  Secretary  Elizabeth 
Mitchell;  and  Treasurer  Alex 
Aikens. 

Students  with  any  questions 
about  law  school  should  contact 
them  or  call  the  Registrar  of  the 
law  school  and  ask  for  a  member 
of  BALSA. 


SPOTLIGHT..  GREG  BURKES 


BY  TED  THOMAS 


People  who  know  Greg 
Burkes,  a  junior  majoring  in 
physical  theraphy,  can  all  agree 
on  one  point,  Greg  loves 
football. 

But,  it  takes  more  than  just 
the  love  of  football  to 
distinguish  yourself  well 

enough  to  interest  two 
professional  teams  in  you. 

Greg's  impressive  high  school 
record  and  an  equally  impressive 
college  record  shows  that  he  not 
only  loves  the  game  but  he  is 
good  at  it  too.  Good  enough,  in 
fact,  to  draw  the  attention  of 
both  the  Chicago  Bears  and  the 


Washington  Redskins. 

Greg  began  to  show  the  style 
that  would  eventually  set  him 
apart  from  the  other  players 
while  he  was  a  student  at 
Calumet  High  School  in  Chicago. 

From  Culver  Greg  went  to 
Kennedy-King  Junior  College 
where,  in  1971,  he  led  the  team 
in  the  number  of  passes  caught, 
touchdi  wns,  and  yardage 
gained.  Greg  also  caught  the 
longest  pass  thrown. 

Playing  the  positions  of  wide 
receiver  and  linebacker,  Greg 
won  three  letters  at  Calumet.  He 
then  went  on  to  be  voted  Most 


Valuable  Player  in  his  senior 
year,  1969. 

Greg  spent  his  college 
freshman  year  at  Culver 
Stockton  College  in  Canton, 
Missouri.  Although,  only  a 
freshman,  Greg  played  on  the 
varsity  team.  That  year  Greg 
received  a  letter  for  his 
outstanding  performance  as  wide 
receiver  and  linebacker.  That 
year,  too.  the  Culver  team 
became  the  Missouri  Valley 
Conference  Champs. 

Greg  said  he  left  Culver 
because  the  school  was  too 
small,  conservative,  and  because 
there  were  only  50  Blacks  there. 


NITS  Black  Veterans 


The  Black  veterans  attending 
Northeastern  University,  bring 
with  them  a  mark  of  maturity 
and  the  acknowledgement  of 
"togetherness"  in  the  struggle 
for  economic  integration. 

Most  of  the  Black  veterans 
were  in  the  armed  forces  during 
the  Vietnam  Era  1961  to  1973. 

As  Black  men  in  uniform  their 
expectations,  realities,  and 
awareness  of  life  put  on  new 
dimensions. 

The  six  vets  interviewed 
were  Nick  Dougherty  '74 
LA,  U.S.A. F.;  Logan  Davis  '74, 
BA,  U.S.A.F.;  David  Gitten  '74, 
LA,  U.S.A. F.;  John  Leaston  '74, 
CJ,  U.S.A. F.;  Loman  McClinton, 
Jr.  '74,  LA,  U.S.M.C.;  and  Calvin 
Morris  '76,  CJ,  U.S.N. 

The  travels  of  the  Black 
veterans  have  been  quite 
extensive  and  stretch  from  bases 
in  the  U.S.  to  many  countries  in 
the  Far  East,  parts  of  Europe, 
and  Africa. 

These  travels  served  as  a 
springboard  to  broaden  their 
vicsvs  and  objectivity  of  life.  The 
results  of  their  travels  was  more 
than  a  physical  endeavor,  in 
reality  it  was  the  witnessing  of 
the  existence  of  the  foreign 
world,  a  common  focus  on 
poverty  and  its  magnitude. 

This  lead  their  thoughts  to  the 
ever  present  Black  ghettos  of 
America  and,  although  many 
miles  away,  the  condition  of  the 
underprivileged  and 
economically  starved  was  still  in 
their  presence.  Returning  from 
their  travels,  they  found  the 
problems  they  had  left  in  their 
community  had  increased. 

The  Black  vets  at  N.U.  are 
aware  of  the  complexity  and  the 
not  so  easy  solutions  that  'seem" 
to  exist. 

The  maturity  mentioned 
before,  will  be  amplified  for  a 
moment,  "Your  cause  is  my 
cause"  was  the  vibration 
received  when  Nick  Daugherty 
said,  "I  want  this  education,  so 
I  'II  be  in  a  position  to  help." 

Loman  McClinton,  Jr.,  who 
wants  to  be  a  Public 
Administrator  said  that  "it  is 


BY  TOM  CLARKE  III 

imperative  for  a  Black  Vet  to  go 
to  school." 

David  Gitten  mentioned  that 
"this  education  is  like  having  a 
toy,  it  is  something  you  can  play 
with,  you  can  play  all  sorts  of 
psychological,  trivial,  and 
intellectual  games,  in  different 
circles  of  people." 

John  Leason  said  "after  being 
discharged  from  the  Air  Force  I 
still  had  to  find  myself,  although 
I  was  highly  motivated  it  took 
me  sometime  to  settle  down. 
After  attending  three  other 
schools  and  working  at  three 
different  jobs,  I  realized  that  I  was 
at  the  bottom  of  the  totem  pole, 
it  seemed  to  me  that  the  only  out 


was  to  go  back  to  school." 

John  said,  "service  life  affects 
you,  but  most  of  all  the  reality 
of  the  situation  forces  you  to 
look  at  it.  The  reality  of  the 
situation  is  so  real,  all  of  a 
sudden  you  are  no  longer  living 
in  that  small  world.  I  say  small 
world  because  most  Black 
people  come  from  areas  where 
there  is  nothing  but  Black 
people,  so  their  outlook  is  very 

limited. 

"The  real  role  of  any  Black 
person  in  America  at  this  time  is 
not  restricted  to  one  phase  of 
involvement  but  to  the  entire 
picture  of  Black  "togetherness." 
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Greg  left  Kennedy-King  when 
the  coach  of  Northeastcrn's 
Huskiestold  him  positions  of 
wide  receiver  and  tight  end  were 
open  at  N.U.  Once  he  arrived  at 
N.U.,  however,  Greg  found  that 
the  position  had  been  changed 
to  halfback. 

Then  alleged  flaws  in  his 
eligibility  and  health  slip  were 
found.  Greg  left  the  team  last 
year,  when  the  Coach  changed 
his  position  to  strictly  defensive. 

Greg  said  the  Bears  contacted 
him  after  seeing  film  clips  of  him 
in  action.  On  Fri.  and  Sat.,  May 
11-12,  Greg  went  to  the  Bears 
training  camp  for  team  tryouts. 

Making  a  bid  for  the  position 
of  wide  receiver,  Greg  was  one 
of  ten  finalists  selected  from  the 
60  who  tried  out  for  the 
position. 

Greg  said  the  selections  were 


GREG  BURKES 
(photo  by  Karen  May  nor  I 

based  on  speed  and  receiving 
ability.  All  finalists  will  have  to 
return  to  the  Bears  camp,  at  a 
later  date,  for  further  tryouts. 

Praising  his  former  team-mate, 
Jerry  Chambers,  Greg  said 
Chambers  "is  the  best  defensive 
back  the  Huskies  have,  but  he 
hasn't  gotten  the  recognition  he 
deserves. 

Greg  credits  Coach  bowan  was 
N.U.  basketball  coach  in  1971 
and  defensive  back  coach,  with 
giving  Chambers  more  playing 
time.  Bowan  has  since  left. 

Greg  believes  that  Bowan 
recognized  Chambers'  abilities 
and  that  accounts  for  the 
increase  in  playing  time 
Chambers  is  receiving. 

"The  thing  about  it,..  Greg 
said,     "is  that  Jerry  was  just  as 
good  when  he  was  sitting  on  the 
bench. 

"I  don't  have  a  lot  of  respect 
for  defensive  backs,  but  I  have  a 
lot  of  respect  for  jerry,"  he  said. 

Greg's  interests  do  not  center 
on  football  only,  while  he  was  at 
Calumet  he  won  three  letters  in 
the  138  lb.  -  156  lb.  wrestling 
division. 

He  also  received  four  letters 
for  his  participation  in  Calumet's 
Concert  Band  and  Chorus.  In 
addition  to  the  Concert  Chorus 
Greg  also  sang  in  Calumet's 
Accapclla  Chorus,  for  which  he 
was  awarded  two  letters. 

At  N.U.  Greg  is  a  member  of 
the  Boss- Tones,  a  singing  group 
comprised  of  N.U.  Black 
students. 
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TUTORS..  Ellis  makes  bid 

'Ready  and  able  to  help9       fl„DilIty  Counci1 


BY  MELAME  WHITE 
The  tutorial  department  at  the 
Afro-Institute  is  co-ordinated  by 
Yvette  George  Tinnermon.  The 
department  has  tutors  who  work 
on  subjects  varying  from  study 
skills  to  advanced  mathematics. 
The  program  cannot  be 
successful  without  students  and 
dedicated  tutors. 


The  general  consensus  from 
the  tutors  is  that  the  program  is 
good.  However,  more  students 
are  needed  if  the  program  is  to 
grow.  Most  tutors  feel  that  too 
often  students  use  the  tutorial 
services  at  mid-term  and  final 
exam  time  only. 

The  tutors  say  they  are  at  the 
Institute  to  assist  a  student  in  his 
learning  processes  over  a  period 
of  lime,  not  to  work  miracles 
overnight. 

Some  of  the  subjects  tutors 
deal  with  are  full  of  ideas, 
concepts,  and  subjects  where  the 
knowledge  is  cumulative. 


Linn  Edwards,  LA  76,  tutors 
Spanish.  She  finds  tutoring  gives 
her  personal  satisfaction  by 
being  able  to  help  someone  and 
at  he  same  time  it  reinforces  her 
knowledge  of  Spanish. 

Linn  believes  she  is  learning 
along  with  the  student. 

James  Jackson,  known  by 
most  of  the  students  as  Sluf, 
tutors  chemistry,  economics, 
biology,  and  courses  pertaining 
to  law  and  criminal  justice.  Slug 
tutors  because  there  is  a  need  to 
"eradicate  all  deficiencies  in  all 
areas  and  more  importantly  in 
areas  of  medicine  and  science 
technology  where  the  incident 
of  deficiency  is  the  greatest. ' 

He  hopes  to  help  his  students 
raise  their  final  marks  by  at  least 
one  grade. 

"Tutoring,"  Slug  says,  "is  one 
of  the  best  methods  of 
contributing  to  the  educational 
plight  of  the  Black  students." 
Slug  said  it  also  keeps  him 
abreast  of  academic  changes  and 
contemporary  views  and 
aspirations  of  the  students. 

"Political  Science  is  hard  to 
tutor  because  it  is  basically 
reading.  The  student  has  to  be 
able  to  pick  out  the  important 
issues  and  write  them  up,"  said 
Joe  Feaster,  a  first  year  law 
student. 

Joe  did  well  in  his  political 
science  courses  and  wants  to 
share  his  knowledge  of  the 
subject. 

An  accounting  senior  Vincent 
Yancey  is  "one  brother  trying  to 
help  another."  He  hopes  to  assist 
students  in  understanding  the 
jargon  of  the  business,  world  by 
tutoring  accounting  mayors." 

Vincent  also  hopes  they  can 
apply  what  they  have  learned  in 
class.  Tutoring  has  given  him 
personal    satisfaction  because 


none  of  his  students  has  received 
below  a  "C"  grade. 

Revelie  Medina,  a  second  year 
nursing  student  who  tutors 
nursing,  physiology, 
anthropology,  and  french,  likes 
"k>  get  feedback  from  her 
students."  When  she  does  get 
feedback  she  "feels  good." 
Revelie  became  a  tutor  when  she 
heard  the  program  needed 
instructors. 

Larry  Dean  is  a  junior 
majoring  in  mechanical 
engineering.  He  became  a  math 
tutor  because  he  "liked  the 
Institute." 

Tutoring  is  a  way  to  earn 
money  and  aid  students  in 
succeeding  in  their  courses. 
Larry   becomes  very  angry  at 


times  because  professors  push 
too  much  on  students  and 
because  the  students  wa£t  to 
close  to  final  exam  time  for 
tutoring  sessions. 

Linda  Walker,  BA  '75,  finds 
there  are  two  types  of  students. 
Those  who  prepare  their  work 
and  come  to  tutoring  sessions 
knowing  what  area  they  need 
help  in  and  the  other  type  who 
comes  totally  unprepared  and 
expects  the  tutor  to  work 
i  miracles  also  in  accounting. 

She  feels  tutoring  should  be 
supplementary  to  learning.  Like 
Vincent,  she  wants  to  help  the 
student  understand  the  concepts 
of  accounting. 

Most  tutors  at  the 
Afro-Institute  are  Black  students 
who  are  willing,  ready  and  able 
to  help. 


Richard  Ellis,  managerr  of 
Inner  City  Enterprise,  (See 
Onyx,  Feb.  22  Issue)  has 
announced  his  candidacy  for 
City  Councilman.  Ellis,  urges  all 
Black  Students  to  take  an  active 
role  in  politics  because  it 
determines  the  quality  of  the 
education  that  they  and  their 
children  will  receive. 

He  said  that  he  was  shocked 
but  not  surprised  by  the  school 
committee's  decision  to  give  the 
new  high  school  to  Girl's  Latin 
instead  of  English  High.  He 
believes  that  their  decision  was 
indicative  of  the  negative  racial 
forces  which  have  operated  for 
so  long  and  have  deprived  the 
minorities  from  the  opportunity 
to  receive  a  quality  education. 

Ellis  has  also  attacked  the 
City  Council  Restructuring 
Proposal  that  was  submitted  to 
the  Community  at  the  John 
Shelbourne  Center  on  May  1st 
by  the  present  City  Council.  The 


proposal  calls  tor  an  increase  in 
City  Council  representatives 
from  nine  to  fifteen. 

However,  the  districts  that 
these  counselors  will  be  elected 
from  will  not  be  determined 
until  the  proposal  has  been 
okayed.  The  reason  he  attacked 
this  proposal,  wait  to  that 
traditionally  when  districts  are 
drawn  up,  they  are  structured  in 
such  a  manner  that  the 
community  is  neglected.  This 
will  assure  the  re-election  of  the 
present  City  Council  members. 

His  counter  proposal  calls  for 
the  election  of  22  City 
Counselors,  one  from  each  ward. 
This  assures  that  every 
neighborhood  in  Boston  will 
have  a  voice  in  what  happens 
within  it's  own  community. 

The  Blue  Hill  Avenue 
Development  Task  Force  is 
sponsoring  a  Cleanup  of  Blue 
Hill  Avenue  from  Dudley  Street 

(Continued  on  page  1 2) 


THE  EDWIN  C.  KNOWLES  GOSPEL  CHORUS 

of 

Charles  Street  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

presents 

"PURLIE  VICTORIOUS" 

A  COMEDY  IN  THREE  ACTS  BY  OSSIE  DAVIS 

at  the 

Joseph  Lee  School  Auditorium 

155  Talbot  Avenue,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

on 

Saturday,  May  26, 1973  at  7:30  P.  M. 

and 

Sunday,  May  27, 1973  at  4:00  P.  M. 

Tickets:  $3.00  in  Advance  $3.50  at  the  Door 

FOR  TICKETS  CONTACT:  JUDITH  HALLIDAY  437-2434  -  Rm.  133  UR 
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KATHY  FARMER..  Nursing 

Jazz  Musician  A  B,ack  Perspective 


CATHY  FARMER  (Photo  by  Karen  Maynor) 

Black  Economic  Needs 

BY  CALVERT  HOCKER 


B  Y ILEEN  DOT  SON 
The  60's  brought  a  revolution 
of    Black   cultural  awareness. 
With  that  awareness  has  come 
a  slow  re-awakening  of  jazz,  the 
Black  man's  music. 

"Black  people  aren't  aware  of 
their  own  music  and  it's  a  shame 
that  jazz  is  not  supported  by 
most  Blacks,"  said  freshman 
Northeastern  student  and  jazz 
musician  Kathy  Farmer. 

Kathy  attributed  the  lax 
attitude  of  Blacks  toward  jazz  to 
the  media. 

"If  radio  stations  played  jazz 
more,  people  would  be  more 
aware  of  it  and  learn  to 
appreciate  it." 

Though  many  Whites  have 
been  turned  on  to  the  jazz  sound 
in  recent  years  and  throughout 
the  history  of  jazz,  it  is  still  the 
Black  man's  music  and  its  main 
innovators  have  been  Black, 
Kathy  said. 

"If  a  while  musician  can  do 
something  with  jazz,  fine.  But  it 
still  belongs  to  Black  people," 
she  continued. 

A  liberal  arts  student,  Kathy 
also  studies  piano  under  Ran 
Blake  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music.  She  also 
plays  "a  little  bit  of  sax,"  and 
hopes  to  perfect  it. 

Recently,  Kathy  played  the 
piano  or  sang  in  several  concerts 
in  the  area.  She  was  accompanist 
for  Blake  at  Keene  College,  N.H. 
earlier  this  month. 

Blake,  a  devout  fan  of  Billy 
Holiday,  has  trained  Kathy's 
strong  alto  voice  in  the  Billie 
Holiday  tradition.  She  has  sung 
some  of  Lady  Day's  selections  at 
a  concert  honoring  the  famed 
jazz  singer  at  Boston  University 
and  at  the  Boston  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts. 

Lady  Day,  Kathy  said,  often 
paused  in  phrases,  and  that's  the 
style  Blake  has  adopted.  Blake 
specializes  in  third  stream  music, 
a  mixture  of  classical  and  jazz. 

"Billie  Holiday  didn't  have  a 
beautiful  melodic  voice,  but  it 
was  rhythmic,"  Kathy  said.  "She 
did  little  things  with  her  voice 
that  made  her  singing  unique 
and  she  had  a  good  ear  for 
music." 

Of  Lady  Day,  Kathy  said, 
"You  can  feel  the  sadness  of  her 
life  in  her  songs." 

Kathy's  first  love  is  music  and 
plans  to  leave  Northeastern  to 
attend  the  New  England 
Conservatory  or  the  Berklee 
College  of  Music  to  major  in 
paino. 

Kathy's  credits  in  the  jazz 
world  are  unusual  and  exciting 
for  her,  because  she's  only  been 
playing  the  piano  for  two  years. 
She  studied  classical  paino  for 
two  years  when  she  was 
younger,  but  didn't  pick  it  up 
until  her  junior  year  in  high 
school. 

Kathy  is  also  learning  music 
theory  and  composition.  At 
present,  she  "can't  write  music 
down"  but  other  musicians  can 
pick  up  the  tune  by  ear  when 
she  plays  her  creations. 

Kathy  loves  to  perform,  but 
doesn't  want  to  get  "caught  up 
in  the  professional  world."  She 
plans  to  teach  music  on  the  high 
school  level. 

She  said  her  interest  in  jazz 
stems  mainly  from  her  father,  a 
jazz  fan  and  trombone  player. 


As  the  social,  political  and 
economic  realities  of  the  1970's 
unfold,  one  thing  is  quite  clear; 
the  Black  man  is  on  his  own.  He 
must  depend  on  himself  and 
himself  alone  for  his  survival. 

The  Nixon  administration  is 
telling  the  Black  man  to  get  it 
together  and  stop  depending  on 
big  government  for  existence 
With  the  elimination  of  social 
programs,  it  is  evident  that  the 
Black  man  must  stop  crying  and 
start  preparing  for  his  survival  in 
America.  The  groundwork  for  a 
society  capable  of  living  and 
competing  in  a  highly  complex 
and  technical  world  must  be 
laid.  Industrialization  is  needed  to 
insure  our  economic  growth  and 
welfare. 

Economic  growth  basically 
means  increasing  efficiency. 
Since  modern  technology  is 
highly  complicated,  it  requires 
vast  amounts  of  education. 
Engineers  and  scientists  will  also 
be  needed  to  modify  and  adopt 
to  Black  needs. 

As  the  society  becomes  more 
complex,  a  large  array  of  other 
educated  professionals  will  be 
needed  to  carry  out  the  complex 
tasks  of  a  highly  interdependent 
society.  Another  important 
thing    that    is    needed  is 


motivation,  people  must  be 
motivated  to  raise  their  standard 
of  living. 

The  Black  student  is  going  to 
play  an  important  role  in  the 
years  ahead,  thus  we  should  get 
all  the  knowledge  and  technical 
expertise  we  can. 

We  are  going  to  be  in  the 
pivotal  role  as  we. move  toward 
greater  freedom  and  economic 
growth.  We  must  be  ready  to 
assume  these  roles,  because  it's 
going  to  take  hard  work  and 
sacrifice  to  survive  the  nineteen 
70's. 

The  Black  communities  are 
faced  with  a  number  of  pressing 
problems  that  must  be  solved 
The  problems  are  the  problems 
of  unemployment,  hyper 
inflation,  disease,  crime  and  drug 
addiction  just  to  name  a  few. 

It's  going  to  take 
knowledgeable  people  to  solve 
these  problems,  the  Black 
student  is  going  to  be  the  main 
source  of  this  educational  and 
technical  manpower. 

It's  important  to  stay  in  school 
and  not  only  to  stay  in  school 
but  to  excell  in  school.  We  must 
know  what  we  arc  doing  if  we 
are  going  to  make  it  happen  in 
the  1970's. 


Tlie  following  is  a  look  into  a 
nursing  student's  perspective  of  the 
nursing  program  at  Northeastern. 

BY  VERNICE  UPCIWRCH 

I  am  a  student  in  the 
Northeastern  University  five 
year  nursing  program.  I  am  not 
just  any  student,  I  am  a  Black 
student.  Yes,  this  has  a  special 
meaning.  It  especially  means 
something  to  me.  It  means  that  I 
have  the  honor  of  representing 
my  people  in  a  vast  field.  This  is 
an  never  ending  task. 

As  a  Black  nursing  student,  I 
am  faced  with  the 
responsibilities  of  my  studies  as 
well  as  the  responsibilities  of 
being  Black.  Often  I  have  met 
with  great  difficulties;  with 
exams,  term  papers,  nursing  care 
plans  and  teaching  plans.  And 
more  often,  I  have  become 
frustrated  and  have  felt  like 
giving  up,  but  I  have  to  push 
on...  on...  on  and  I  mean  push. 

Being  one  of  three  Black 
students  in  my  class,  I  help  to 
bring  our  side  of  the  health 
picture  within  perspective.  Often 
I  assess  situations  from  a 
different  point  of  view  —  one 
that  is  not  "so  obvious".  In 
nursing  we  not  only  deal  svith 
patients,  but  we  also  place  a 
great  emphasis  on  the  family  of 
the  patient.  There  are  times 
when  one  must  look  at  the  Black 
family  as  a  separate  institution 
consisting  of  its  own  accepted 
values. 

Then,  too,  the  changing 
attitudes  of  Blacks  as  a  people 


also  affect  the  way  in  which  one 
assesses  the  patient  and  his 
family.  The  nurse  must  either 
make  herself  aware  of  these 
changes  or  she  must  accept  them 
with  infringing  her  values  on  the 
issue,  thus  resulting  in  biased 
judgements  and  opinions. 

I  have  been  asked  many  times, 
"Is  nursing  hard"?  Yes,  it  is 
hard.lt  is  even  harder  for  the 
Black  student  because  he  has  so 
much  weight,  just  "telling  it  like 
it  is." 

Black  nurses  are  greatly 
needed  in  hospitals  and  in  the 
Black  community.  I  feel  great 
pride  when  I  am  assigned  to  care 
for  a  Black  patient.  The  Black 
patient  searches  for  someone 
who  knows  where  he  is  coming 
from.  I  can  teach  him,  care  for 
him,  and  give  him  the  support 
that  he  needs. 

It  is  important  that  we,  as 
Black  students  of  today,  of  now, 
excell,  not  only  for  ourselves, 
but  also  for  the  next  generation. 
We  must  establish  new  terms  and 
new  ways  of  dealing  with  things 
so  that  we  can  give  our  children 
a  start  and  the  initiative  to  work 
for  a  better  future. 


Display  ads,  from  companies, 
businesses,  professionals  and 
non-profit  organizations  are  now 
being  accepted.  See  Onyx  Ad 
Manager  Ilccn  Dotson  at  the 
Afro-Institute  or  caD  437-3141 
for  further  information. 


DECCO  BARBER  &  BEAUTY  CO. 

390  Blue  Hill  Ave.,  Roxbury,  Ma.  445-2312 

"Kuh/er's  Waterproof 
Bergamot  and 
Sheen  Oil  Prevents  Hair  Breakage" 


DIAL  THE  ONYX 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  as  pan  of  the  Onyx's 
attempt  to  serve  you  better,  a  "Dial  the  Onyx  " 
telephone  service  is  now  in  operation. 

If  you  have  seen  something  or  know  of  anything 
that  you  believe  is  news-worthy  ,  the  0nyx  wants  lo 
know  about  it. 

If  you  need  general  information  concerning  the 
university,  the  city,  or  the  surrounding  Black 
community  get  in  touch  with  us.  We  can  help  you 

Call  us  Mon.  through  Fri.,  12  p.m.  -  4  p.m  at 
43  7-3 14 1 ,  ex.  29,  or  drop  in  and  pay  us  a  visit  We 
are  on  the  third  floor  of  the  A  fro- Institute  40 
Leon  St..  Boston,  Mass. 


TOP  TEN 


RECORD  LIST 

For  week  ending  May  1 9 

1.  I  Can  Understand  It  New  Birth 

2.  Pillow  Talk  Sylvia 

3.  Love  and  Happiness  Ernest  Jackson 

4.  Leaving  Me  Independents 

5.  Funky  Worm  Ohio  Players 

6.  Fencewalk  Mandrill 

7.  I  Want  To  Love  You  Just  A  Little  Bit  More....  Barry  White 

8.  Natural  High  Bloodstone 

9.  I'm  Doing  Fine  New  York  City 

10.  Lovin'On  Borrowed  Time  William  Bell 

BEST  SELLING  LP'S 

1 .  Persuaders  Persuaders 

2.  Spinners  Spinners 

3.  Call  Me  Al  Green 

4.  We  Still  Ain't  Got  No  Band  Persuasions 

5.  Natural  High  Bloodstone 

6.  Without  You  in  My  Life  Tyrone  Davis 

7.  Superdude  Don  Covay 

8.  I  Got  So  Much  Love  To  Give  Barry  White 

9.  Birth  Day  New  Birth 

10.  Afrodisiac  Main  Ingredient 


Courtesy  of  Mass.  Record  Distributing  Co.,  633  Mass.  Ave., 
Boston. 


RUSTY'S  AUTO 
SCHOOL,  INC. 

209A  Roxbury  St,  Roxbury,  Mass. 
659  Washington  Si .,  Codman  Square 
Branch  Office:  Roxbury  YMCA 
Martin  Luther  King  Blvd. 
427-13SO  (24-hour  answering  service) 
427-1351  -288-6672-  288-6673 
"We  Cater  to  the  Hard  To  Teach" 
COMPLETE  DRIVER  EDUCATION  COURSE 


THE  ONYX,  Page  11 


RELIGION  ON  CAMPUS 


BY  JOY  CI  CI  {RKl 

The  new  wave  of  Black 
Nationalism  has  brought  along 
with  it  a  revival  in  religion. 
Whether  it  be  the  Muslims,  or 
the  Christians  or  the  cultural 
religions  such  as  the  Black  Arts 
Movement  (Imamu  Baraka)  or 
the  burgeoning  Yoruban  sect,  a 
unifying  force  is  evolving  in 
America  that  is  moving  this 
Black  generation  towards  a 
perpetuation  of  self. 

Northeastern  University  Black 
students  on  campus  who 
represent  these  and  other 
theological  ideologies  whose 
coming  together  always 
develops  in  a  broadening  of 
perspectives  from  exchanges  of 
individual  concepts. 

The  Yoruban  sect  is 
represented  in  the  person  of 
Brandon  Guillcrmo,  an  18  year 
old  freshman  from  Brooklyn. 

A  little  over  five  years  ago  his 
name  was  changed  to  Mojumola 
when  he  joined  the  Yorubans. 

Mojumola  says  he  was 
introduced  to  the  sect  when  he 
began  playing  congas  with  some 
brothers  who  were  already  in  it. 
(He  continues  to  play  congas  for 
Pam  Hayes'  dance  class  at  the 
Afro-Institute.) 

The  Yoruban  religion  in 
America  is  an  extension  of  the 
African  one.  It  gained 
momentum  here  about  ten  years 
ago  and  presently  the  worshipers 
are  building  up  a  nation  of 
Yorubans  in  North  Carolina  with 
the  influx  of  members  from  all 
over  the  United  States. 

The  Yoruban  doctrine  teaches 
that  their  worshipping  is 
interwoven  in  their  way  of  life; 
that  their  are  forces  that 
possess  strength  to  move 
mountains,  and  that  the  god 
Orisha  presides  over  various 
aspects  of  a  person's  physical 
and  metaphysical  nature. 

Babaloatin  is  the  high  priest 
who  has  the  ability  to  call  down 
spirits  of  good  and  evil  during  a 
Binbe  which  is  the  ceremony 
honoring  the  gods  and  ancestors. 
It  is  conducted  with  the 
exclusive  use  of  three  bata 
drums. 

There  are  no  distinctive 
looking  temples  to  hold  these 
ceremonies,  for  they  prefer 
worshipping  outdoors  whenever 
possible.  While  living  in 
Brooklyn  Mojumula  says  they 
had  their  Vinve  in  Mt.  Morris 
Park  Amptheater  on  Sundays. 
They  chose  Sunday  because  it 
was  the  most  convenient  day  for 
everyone,  but  a  Binbe  can  be 
held  any  day  of  the  week. 

Beads  are  worn  by  the 
worshipers  whose  colors  are 
representative  of  gods.  For 
instance  the  god  Shango  is  ruler 
of  thunder,  rain  and  politics.  His 
iileke  (beads)  are  red  and  black. 

There  is  more  to  learn  and 
understand  about  the  Yoruban 
religion  whose  complexities 
preclude  explanation  in  this 
limited  space.  Nonetheless, 
Mojumola  feels  they  should  be 
investigated  because  it  is  his 
contention  that  Black  peoples 
true  liberation  (of  mind)  comes 
with  "acknowledging  a  religion 
from  "home." 

At  the  other  end  of  the 
ecclesiastical  sphere  is  the  well 
established  religion,  Christianity. 
A  "gift"  from  the  whites  to  our 
ancestors,  Black  Christainity  has 
taken  many  forms:  Baptist, 
Methodist,  Congregational, 
African  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Penticostal  (Holiness)  and  others 
including  the  various  racially 
mixed  denominations. 


Commentary.. 

Fraternities 


(Phoio  by  Karen  Maynor) 


Linn  Edwards 


Linn  Edwards,  who  lives  in 
Stetson  East,  was  raised  an 
Orthodox  Methodist,  or  as 
referred  to  in  her  hometown  of 
Philadelphia,  Wesleyan 
Methodist,  for  Englishman  John 
Wesley  who  established  the 
doctrine  in  the  17th  century. 

Their  doctrine  expresses  belief 
in  the  Father,  The  Son  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  Salvation  through 
Grace,  the  death  and 
ressurection  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
redemption. 

A  person  must  orally  declare 
that  he  has  accepted  Christ  as  his 
personal  saviour  before  he  can 
truly  say  he  belongs  to  the 
church.  Thereafter  he  is  referred 
to  as  a  Christian.  This  new 
Christian  can  now  partake  in  the 
Communion  services  which  is 
coming  to  the  altar  and  eating  of 
the  symbolic  food  of  bread 
(Christ's  body)  and  wine  (his 
blood)  which  Christ  gave  his 
disciples  at  the  Last  Supper. 

There  is  a  hierrachial  structure 
in  the  Christian  religion,  whose 
officials  hold  various  titles,  In 


the  Wesleyan  Methodist  diocese 
Linn  says  that  the  highest 
official  is  the  Supervising  Edler 
and  then  the  Presiding  Minister 
of  each  church.  From  there  are 
the  local  church  officers. 

The  Methodist  religion  is  one 
of  the  minority  denominations 
that  has  for  some  time 
recognized  women  preachers. 
They  are  referred  to  as 
evangelists,  are  ordained  by  the 
presiding  minister  and  are 
allowed  in  the  pulpit  to  preach. 

Linn  says  her  worship  is 
characteristic  cf  a  quiet  service, 
one  where  Methodist  hymns  are 
sung  and  the  King  James  Bible  is 
used  as  a  guide  for  living 
according  to  God's  laws. 

Religion  is  a  delicate  subject, 
one  that  can  be  debated  for 
years  without  conclusion.  It  is  a 
personal  thing,  a  part  of  a 
human  being  that  often  overns 
his  personality.  But  no  matter 
what  his  personal  conviction,  all 
religions,  without  exception, 
demand  the  respect  and  honor 
of  all  observers. 


BYCIILRYL  DAVIS 

Being  "Greekinized"  looks  as 
if  it  is  here  and  here  to  stay! 

The  increase  in  Greek 
awareness  and  membership 
appears  to  be  on  the  upswing 
among  Northeastern 's  Black 
population.  This  year  many  of 
the  Black  Greek-letter 
organizations  in  Boston  saw  a 
growth  in  N.U.  student 
membership. 

The  number  increased  by 
almost  50  persons  this  year, 
largely  the  result  of  the 
establishment  of  a  Black 
fraternal  chapter  here.  The 
number  of  Northeastern  Blacks 
joining  a  Greek  organization  is 
expected  to  increase  in 
forthcoming  years. 

Black  fraternities  and 
sororities  are  very  prevalent  in 
Southern  Black  colleges  and 
universities.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  participation  in 
northern  universities,  such  as 
Northeastern,  is  becoming  more 
prevalent.  In  fact,  most  of  N.U.'s 
Black  Greek  members  are  the 
ones  from  the  North  -  mainly 
Philadelphia. 

In  asking  some  of  the  students 
here  who  are  Greek  affiliated 
why  they  feel  that  there  is  a 
growing  interest  here  at 
Northeastern,  various 
explanations  were  given. 

Greek  organizations  give  a 
"sense  of  belonging,"  said 
Donna  Moncrief,  '76,  Recreation 
Education,  a  member  of  Alpha 
Kappa  Alpha  Sorority,  Inc.  since 
the  spring  of  this  year. 

"On  a  predominantly  white 
campus  such  as  Northeastern, 
the  number  of  Black  students  at 
any  given  time  is  constantly 
fluctuating.  Therefore,  I  feel 
Greek  organizations  give  Blacks 
a  feeling  of  belonging." 

An  Omega  Psi  Phi  Fraternity, 
Inc.  member,  Gary  Hasvkins, 
'75,  Civil  Engineering,  spoke 
along  the  same  lines.  Hawkins 
became  a  member  of  this 
fraternity  in  the  spring  of  1971. 

"A  lot  of  the  people  here 
aren't  from  Boston.  Often 
there's  nothing  to  do  unless 
you've  got  the  money.  In  a 
Greek  organization,  you  have 
the  chance  to  get  together  with 
people  like  yourself  and  have  a 
good  time,"  Hawkins  said. 


Eric  Daniel,  '75,  Political 
Science,  a  member  of  Kappa 
Alpha  Psi  Fraternity,  Inc.  since 
the  summer  of  1972,  fell  that 
incoming  Black  freshmen, 
coming  from  other  regions  of 
the  country,  bring  fraternal 
knowledge  with  them. 

"With  the  influx  of  each 
freshman  class  from  various 
regions  of  the  country,  where 
fratcrnalism  is  popular  in  that 
region,  they  bring  a  lot  of  the 
knowledge  to  this  area,"  Daniel 
commented. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that 
most  of  the  Black  sorority  and 
fraternity  chapters  in  Boston  are 
city-wide  meaning  each  one 
includes  students  in  colleges  and 
universities  throughout  the  area. 

The  newly  founded  fraternal 
chapter  here,  lota  Phi  Theta, 
caters  mainly  to  N.U.'s  Black 
population. 

Since  Greek  membership 
appears  to  be  in  a  growth  period, 
the  possibility  of  Northeastern 
attaining  other  Black  fraternal 
chapters  seems  to  be  a 
possibility  in  the  near  future. 
Hawkins  would  like  to  begin 
organizing  a  chapter  of  Omega 
Psi  Phi,  with  the  aid  of  the 
city-wide  chapter,  in  1975. 

However,  Daniel  felt  that  a 
chapter  of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  isn't 
needed  since  there  is  a  city-wide 
chapter. 

Some  final  comments:  Greek 
organizations  hold  appeal  now 

because  they  "       keep  people 

continuously  aware  of  the  need 
for  togetherness,"  explained 
Moncrief;  "fill  in  a  period  of 
your  college  life  whereby  you 
experience  a  firm  belief  in 
brotherhood  and  solidarity..." 
decided  Daniel;  "...help  you 
experience  brotherhood  and 
make  you  willing  to  assist  a 
brother  in  need....,"  added 
Hawkins. 

The  words  of  Leonard  A. 
Wilmot,  '76,  Accounting,  a 
member  of  lota  Phi  Theta 
Fraternity  since  the  spring  of 
this  year,  holds  the  belief  which 
was  felt  by  all  members 
interviewed. 

"We  are  all  brothers  and 
sisters,  no  matter  if  you  belong 
to  a  fraternity  or  sororoty  or 
not." 


COMMENTARY:  RE-DISCOVERED  BEAUTY 

BY  WARREN  EVERETT  AND  FREDDIE  FAISON 


To  many  Blacks  today, 
particularly  those  of  high  school 
and  college  age,  the  thought  of 
Mother's  Day  barely  seems 
relevent.  This  only  illustrates 
how  alienated  many 
Afro-Americans  have  become 
with  respect  to  Black  women. 

For  over  four  hundred  years 
Black  women  have  been 
subjected  to  humiliation, 
degradation,  rape,  and 
chastisement.  With  the 
annihalation  of  Black  cultural 
and  domestic  customs,  the  Black 
man  was  subordinated,  isolated, 
and  symbolically  castrated  by 
the  American  economic  system. 

With  the  ultimate  disruption 
of  Black  family  structures  the 
Black  woman  was  often  put  in  a 
position  of  bread  winner  and 
nucleus  of  the  Black  family.  This 
role  perpetuated  a  pattern  of 
responsibility  and  authority  for 
the  Black  female,  while 
cultivating  dependency  and 
disrespect  for  her  oppressed 
Black  man. 


This  is  understandable  when 
one  considers  the  fact  that 
American  families  have  been  and 
are  basically  paternalistic. 

In  effect,  the  Black  woman 
was  forced  to  fulfill  what  was 
considered  a  man's  role  in 
society.  Despite  the  fact  that  she 
lived  in  a  society  that  placed 
heavy  emphasis  on  masculinity 
and  femininity,  the  Black 
woman  was  forced  to  overlook 
her  vanity  in  favor  of  the  needs 
of  her  family. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the 
spectrum,  white  society 
continued  to  set  and  determine 
standards  of  beauty  which 
excluded  the  Black  woman  from 
consideration.  For  Black  people, 
this  created  a  serious  identity 
crisis,  and  forced  the  Black 
female  to  search  for  beauty  and 
stature  as  a  woman. 

With  white  society's  having 
laid  down  standards  for  beauty, 
the  Black  woman  had  no 
alternative  but  to  resort  to  those 


standards,  rather  than 
developing  her  own. 

To  meet  the  demand  of  the 
Black  woman  for  recognition  of 
her  beauty,  white  cosmetics 
industries  encouraged  Black 
women  to  imitate  white  facial 
characteristics  including  skin 
tones  and  hair  textures. 

However,  as  Black  people 
began  to  discover  new  standards 
of  beauty,  these  major  industries 
were  forced  to  commercialize 
Black  standards  of  beauty  in 
order  to  capitalize. 

Through  this  observation,  it  is 
clear  that  for  all  intents  and 
purposes  the  current 
glorification  of  Black  beauty 
came  by  accident. 

Today,  the  Black  woman  is 
becoming  increasingly  aware  of 
her  unique  beauty,  elegance,  and 
sophistacation.  This  often 
alienates  Black  men,  reminding 
them  of  their  projected  image  of 
irresponsibility  and 
inadequacy.and  making  him  feel 


a  need  to  prove  himself  -- 
sometimes  by  misusing  and 
abusing  his  woman. 

It  is  evident  that  the  vicious 
cycle  of  American  commercial 
interests  has  arrived  at  a  point 
where  it  is  profitable  to  cultivate 
Black  standards  of  beauty  --  to  a 
certain  extent.  Such  a  pattern 
could  be  reversed  in  much  the 
same  svay  that  "Superfly" 
changed  the  hairstyles  of  many 
Black  men  from  Afroes  to 
straight-tops. 

Acknowledging  this 
vulnerability,  it  would  be  in  the 
best  interest  of  Black  people  to 
get  off  the  merry-go-roound  of 
American  commercialism  and 
look  to  each  other  in  developing 
standards  of  Black  beauty. 

In  this  way,  the  Black  man  and 
the  Black  woman  can  eliminate 
the  misunderstandings  caused  by 
inconsistent  white  standards  and 
discover  Black  beauty  through 
each  other. 
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Extra.. 


De  Mail  Mau  Deny  Involvement  in  Jamal  Slaying 


On  Sal.,  May  5.  the  Boston-based 
chapter  of  De  Mau  Mau  held  a  press 
conference,  at  460  Blue  HOI  Ave.,  to 
answer  questions  concerning  their 
alleged  involvement  in  the 
assassination-style  murder  of  Hakim 
Jamal,  a  Black  community  leader. 

At  the  conference,  attented  by 
some  150  community  people  and 
numbers  of  the  "Black  Press, "  De 
Mau  Mau  denied  any  involvement  in 
the  slaying  of  Jamal. 

Reading  from  two  prepared 
statements.  De  Mau  Mau  spokesman 
blamed  the  "white  power  structure" 
and  Oie  "white  media"  of  attempting 
to  "discredit"  them  by  "framing" 
than  on  murder  charges. 
Following  is  the  text  of  one  of  De 
Mau  Mau 's  press  statements. 

The  Boston  Chapter  of  De 
Mau  Mau  is  taking  this 
opportunity  to  respond  to  the 
allcdgcd  accusation  made  about 
De  Mau  Mau  in  connection  to 
the  death  of  one  Hakim  )amal. 

The  Boston  Chapter  of  De 
Mau  Mau  takes  the  position  thai 
De  Mau  Mau  brothers  who  are 
now  in  captivity,  beyond  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt,  are  innocent 


and  should  be  released 
immediately  because  of  their 
innocence. 

De  Mau  Mau,  like  all  Black 
people  are  mourning  the  death 
of  Hakim  Jamal.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact,  that  the  son  of 
Hakim  Jamal  is  a  De  Mau  Mau 
brother  and  Jamal 's  daughter  is 
the  wife  of  aDe  Mau  Mau,  and  I 
myself,  was  taught  by  Malik 
Hakim  and  Hakim  Jamal,  and 
that  the  relationship  between  De 
Mau  Mau  and  Hakim  Jamal,  we 
always  thought,  was  positive. 
Therefore,  again  we  say  the  four 
De  Mau  Mau  brothers  are 
innocent. 

We  also  feel  that  the  attacks 
made  on  De  Mau  Mau  are  an 
attempt  to  discredit  the  positive 
image  of  De  Mau  Mau  so  that 
police  will  be  justified  in  doing 
the  following: 

A.  (ail  and  murder  us. 

B.  To  isolate  us  from  the  Black 
Community. 
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C.  To  try  to  bring  dis-unity 
within  and  to  try  to  crush  De 
Mau  Mau  organization. 

D.  To  prevent  De  Mau  Mau 
from  continuing  the  positive 
programs  within  the  community, 
such  as: 

1.  The  crime  clock  which 
operates  every  1st  and  15th  to 
prevent  the  sisters  on  welfare, 
from  having  their  checks 
ripped-off. 

2.  The  free  clothing  in  the 
community.  We  have  also  sent 
clothes  to  liberation  movements 
in  the  Mother  Afrika. 

3.  The  Sneaker  Drive,  which 


consists  of  2,000  paris  of 
sneakers  which  were  to  be 
distributed  throughout  the 
community. 

4.  The  Security  Call,  Black 
people  in  the  community  would 
call  us  and  a  security  unit  would 
respond  to  the  call. 

In  conclusion  we,  the  Boston 
Chapter  of  De  Mau  Mau,  feel  the 
attacks  on  the  image  of  De  Mau 
Mau  and  the  arrest  of  De  Mau 
Mau  brothers  is  a  plot  by  agents 
of  the  mass  media  and  the  police 
force  to  exterminate  De  Mau 
Mau  in  particular  and  Black 
people  in  general. 

We  also   recognize   the  link 


between  this  attempt  of 
character  assassination  by  the 
enemy  of  the  Black  nation  and 
the  incident  that  took  place  in 
Chicago  with  De  Mau  Mau 
brothers  which  are  one  in  the 
same.  Remember  Brother 
Malcolm  who  once  said,  "White 
people  have  perfected  the  art  of 
image  making  to  such  a  high 
degree;  that  they  can  make  the 
victims  of  racism  look  like 
racists,  they  can  make  the  victim 
look  like  a  criminal  and  the 
criminal  look  like  the  victim." 
Also  as  Fred  Hampton  once  said, 
"You  can  jail  a  revolutionary, 
but  you  can't  jail  a  revolution." 


OOPS!  The  ONYX  apologizes  to  both  Maria  Dixon  (above)  ond  Nancy  Anderson  for 
mistakenly  printing  a  photo  of  Nancy  instead  of  Maria  in  our  last  issue.  The  story 
was  ROTC  Gets  Its  First  Black  Female. 

Blurb 

of  the  Week 

The  time  has  come  for  an  L-nd 
to  patience.  The  time  has  come 
for  us  to  demand,  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms,  that 
university  officials,  local  law 
enforcement  officers  and  local 
courts  apply  the  law. 

If  arrests  must  be  made,  then 
arrests  there  should  be.  If 
violators  must  be  prosecuted, 
then  prosecutions  there  should 
be. 

It  is  no  admission  of  defeat,  as 
some  may  claim,  to  use 
reasonable  physical  force  to 
eliminate  physical  force.  The 
price  of  civil  tranquility  cannot 
be  paid  by  submission  to 
violence  and  terror. 

Then,  Attorney  General,  John 
Mitchell  responding  to  student 
unrest  in  1969. 

(ELLIS -CorTt.fr.  p.  9) 
to  Mattapan  Station  on  June  2, 
from  9  a.m.  to  12:00  noon.  Ellis 
said  that  there  will  be  dump 
trucks,  rakes,  brooms,  'hovels, 
and  volunteers,  howcar.morc 
volunteers  are  needed.  Anyone 
interested  in  taking  part  ir.  this 
effort  to  improve  the 
community,  please  contact 
Richard  Ellis  at  436-513 1.  Congratulations  to  George  Rowland  winner  of  the 

SI 00  Ford  Scholarship  Award. 


